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A few months after the applicable deadline, Portugal has imple-
mented the EU directive on financial collateral arrangements
(Directive 2002/47/EC). This was made through Decree Law
105/2004 of May 8 2005, which, insofar as collateral granted
in the context of financial collateral arrangements is concerned,
translated into big changes to the creation and enforcement of
collateral compared to the general rules set out in the
Portuguese Civil Code.

These changes mostly benefit financial institutions, in partic-
ular those that usually grant credit to other financial institutions,
public entities and corporate clients. 

Given that Portugal has opted out the exclusion from the
scope of the Directive for financial collateral arrangements
where one of the parties is a regular corporate entity, the enact-
ment of the Decree is good news for those involved in corporate
finance deals.

Overview of the Decree

Financial collateral arrangements
The financial collateral arrangements are characterized in light of
the following aspects:
• The parties must be:

(a) public entities;
(b) the Bank of Portugal, other central banks, the ECB, the

International Monetary Fund, the Bank for International
Settlements, multilateral development banks, or the
European Investment Bank;

(c) financial institutions subject to prudential supervision;
(d) a central counterparty, settlement agent or clearing

house, including similar institutions regulated under
national law acting in the futures, options and derivatives
markets to the extent not covered by the applicable
national legislation; 

(e) a person, other than a natural person, who acts in a trust
or representative capacity on behalf of one or more per-
sons, including any bondholders or holders of other forms

of debt securities or any institution as defined in points (a)
to (d); or

(f) corporate entities, provided that their counterparty is an
entity falling within the categories listed in (a) to (e). 

• The secured obligations must correspond to the delivery of
cash or financial instruments (including securities).

• The assets given as collateral must be cash (that is, the bal-
ance of a bank account or similar credits) or financial instru-
ments (including securities) and must be under the benefi-
ciary’s control (even if this is a joint control with the grantor of
collateral). Portugal has opted out the exclusion of collateral
consisting of own shares of the collateral-giver from the list
of eligible assets.

• The provision of the collateral must be evidenced through a
written document.

Financial collateral
The collateral granted in the context of the agreements that
meet the necessary requirements to be regarded as financial
collateral arrangements is defined as financial collateral, and
can be construed either as a title transfer financial collateral
arrangement or as a financial pledge, depending on whether the
beneficiary of the collateral acquires or title to the assets given
as collateral.

Title transfer financial collateral arrangements
Because the Portuguese civil code provides for a numerus
clausus system for rights in rem, there had been a wide and
ongoing debate as to the intrinsic validity of contractual struc-
tures resorting to fiduciary transfer concepts, such as the concept
of assignment and transfer by way of security.

This new piece of legislation has – insofar as financial col-
lateral is concerned – cleared up this matter, removing the
underlying uncertainty by expressly recognizing the validity of
fiduciary transfers by way of security.

Financial pledge
The financial pledge is another area where key innovations have
arisen. Such innovations include the possibility of the parties
agreeing:
• on the granting to the beneficiary or creditor of a right to use
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(that is, dispose of) the pledged assets, notwithstanding its
obligation to return equivalent assets if the security provider
fulfils the secured obligations; and

• that, in an event of default, the beneficiary or creditor can
apply the assets given as collateral directly towards payment
for the secured obligations, with no need to resort to judicial
enforcement and/or the sale of such assets. This possibility
sets aside the general prohibition of direct application of
assets given as security towards satisfaction of the secured
obligations (pacto comissório) that, up to now, would apply in
this type of situation.

Effectiveness of collateral on insolvency
A special regime has been adopted that safeguards the validity
and effectiveness of these types of collateral in the event of
insolvency of the collateral provider. The collateral is therefore
valid and effective, even if it is provided on the date on which
insolvency proceedings are initiated or during the hardening
periods before that date.

In a nutshell, these new rules favour a speedy recovery of
credits, contributing to added safety in respect of credit granting
transactions that are collateralized by movable assets, as is usu-
ally the case with domestic and international corporate finance
transactions. 

Banking and capital markets

Recommended firms 

Tier 1
Morais Leitão Galvão Teles Soares da Silva & Associados
Vieira de Almeida & Associados

Tier 2
AM Pereira Sáragga Leal Oliveira Martins Júdice e Associados (PLMJ)

Gonçalves Pereira Castelo Branco e Associados
Linklaters
Uría Menéndez

Tier 3
Abreu Cardigos & Associados
Abreu & Marques Vinhas e Associados
António Frutuoso de Melo e Associados
Simmons & Simmons Rebelo de Sousa

Tier 4
Albuquerque & Associates
Barrocas Sarmento Neves
Coelho Ribeiro e Associados
Garrigues
Macedo Vitorino e Associados

Morais Leitão Galvão Teles Soares da Silva &
Associados
The 2004 merger that created Morais Leitão has been a great
success, the new firm sitting comfortably in the top tier for each
of the categories in Portugal. The firm won the award for
Portuguese law firm of the year at IFLR’s annual awards earlier
this year.

Most interviewees considered it the strongest firm for banking,
remarking that Morais Leitão “has a great mix after the merger”
and “has gained a lot of strength and is now a good team.” Many
banking and financial institutions agree, judging by the firm’s
client roster. Banco Santander, Millennium BCP, Bank of New
York, BNP Paribas, Portugal Telecom, Morgan Stanley, ABN
Amro and UBS all seek advice from Morais Leitão.

The firm recently acted on two of Portugal’s biggest bank-
ing transactions. In the first of these, the firm represented Banco
Espírito Santo, the mandated lead arranger for a syndicated loan
of €2.6 billion ($3.2 billion) to refinance the payment of
Angola’s debts. This was one of the biggest syndicated loans
executed in the international markets in 2004. The second big
transaction involving Morais Leitão was the negotiation of two
credit facilities, for a total of €2.65 billion, on behalf of Energías
de Portugal (EDP). 

In two other smaller (but still considerable) banking transac-
tions, Morais Leitão advised Eurohypo Portugal on the sale of a
portfolio of Portuguese market credits for €467 million, and
represented a syndicate of banks (ABN Amro, BNP Paribas and
Société Générale) in relation to the €450 million refinancing of
Optimus, Portugal’s third-largest mobile phone operator.

The largest of the firm’s recent capital markets deals was the
privatization of 11% of the share capital of EDP through a rights
issue – the largest ever made in Portugal – to raise €1.2 billion.
Morais Leitão advised EDP and the Portuguese government on
the issue. The firm also acted in another groundbreaking deal
when it represented Portugal Telecom on the structuring of the
first share buyback programme concerning Euronext Lisbon-
listed companies. The programme saw Portugal Telecom pur-
chase 7% of the share capital of the company (around 88,000
shares with a value of €790 million) and then cancel those
shares. 

Portuguese bank Millennium BCP also sought the advice of
Morais Leitão concerning an issuance of €500 million of per-
petual non-cumulative guaranteed non-voting step-up prefer-
ence shares. João Soares da Silva, who led the team in this and
the Portugal Telecom deal, is recognized as one of the country’s
top capital markets specialists. Nuno Galvão Teles is another
leading name in this field.

Leading lawyers
Luís Branco
Nuno Galvão Teles
João Soares da Silva

Key contact partners
Nuno Galvão Teles
João Soares da Silva
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